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PREFACE. 


A7 the first glance, it may be considered: 
by some few. persons a want of policy to 
resuscitate the question of Socialism, by 
placing before the public, in ап English 
garb, the celebrated lecture of Monsieur 
Charles Gourard,—“Le Socialisme Dé- 
voilé,’—just published in Paris. But it 
must not be forgotten, that at the present 
moment several of the most able, and 
therefore the most dangerous, apostles of 
this pernicious doctrine are fugitives in 
England; and it is, moreover, well known 


that great efforts are now being made to 


vi PREFACE. 


propagate the baneful opinions of Social- 
ism, not only in France, but also in Great 
Britain. From where the poison is, the 
antidote should come; and we hail with 
delight the appearance in France of such 
a startling, but, at the same time, clear, 
explanation of the fatal effects likely to 
arise from the spread of Socialist prin- 
ciples in this, or in any other civilized 
country. Monsieur Charles Gourard states 
that he has been urged to the task of ex- 
posing the real opinions of Socialists, be- 
cause he fears many well-disposed persons 
are likely to be carried away by their 
sophistries and false representations. Some 
will yield by inability to grapple with 
their antagonists, and others, by an undue 
listlessness upon the subject. Both may 
be equally in danger without a guide. 
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. Nobody, however, need to be informed 
how necessary it is that the vile schemes 
of Socialism should be fully exposed, after 
the deplorable result of the recent Icarian 
expedition. 

It will be remembered that a large 
number of the infatuated disciples of 
Monsieur Cabet, believing in the ровві- 
bility, and practicability, of his chimeras, 
and having actually subscribed to them, 
emigrated to his new settlement. On 
their arrival, instead of finding the El 
Dorado he had promised, they met with 
nothing but disappointment and misery. 
A full account of the wretched condition 
of those deluded creatures, on their return 
to their native country, has just appeared 
in the public journals. It may not, how- 


ever, be amiss to add the sentence on 


eve 
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Monsieur Cabet by the Police Court of 
Paris :— E 
* M. Cabet, the celebrated Socialist, 
and founder of the settlement called 
Icaria,* was sentenced, by default, by 
the police-court of Paris, on Saturday, 
to imprisonment for two years, to pay a 
fine of 50f., and to be deprived of his civil 
rights during five years, for having, by 
false statements, induced a number of 
persons to deposit various sums, their 
hard-earned savings, with him, for which 


he made them no return." 


* The Icaria of Monsieur Cabet is ап uncleared 
portion of land in British North America, situated 
between Lake Superior and the River Missouri, in 
50? to 60? north latitude, and 105? to 1209 west 
longitude. It borders upon the Mormon settle- 


ment.— Translator. 
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If, after this statement, any further 
apology is needed for the translation of 
this tract, it may be found in the fact, that 
attempts are now being made in our own 
country, amongst Socialists, to establish 
a colony in California. Beware of their 
highly-coloured statements, and do not 
risk your property and position upon such 
untangible schemes! 

The translator considers great praise 18 
due to M. C. Gourard for his very plain 
exposition of the gross absurdities of So- 
cialism, and that he has very materially 
strengthened his case by quotations from 
their own infamous works. 

If the perusal of this lecture only calls 
the attention of the English public seri- 
ously to the subject, the translator’s labour 


will be amply repaid. 
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He is quite aware that the task of 
translation might һауе been committed 
to abler hands, yet, with all its imper- 
fections, he trusts, at least, that the truly 
Christian-like and patriotic spirit of the 


original has been preserved. ' 


LoNpoN, 
December, 1849. 
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SociALISM. Its very name is а lie. 

Readers, what idea have you formed of this 
name? Is it not the idea of a doctrine devoted 
to the support of those principles which serve 
as the foundation of human society,—belief in 
God, family affection, and respect for property? 
Is it not the notion of a system conducive to 
the defence of liberty, the maintenance of 
equality, the increase of labour, the careful 
expenditure of the public fands, the moral and 
intellectual education of all citizens, the ame- 
lioration of the sufferings of the people, and 
lastly, the development and organization of 
charity? Are not all these elevated, fruitful, 
generous, and affecting ideas engendered in 
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your minds, rather than a serious reflection of 
the precise meaning of this fine-sounding word, 
and fair name, of Socialisn? However, let us 
open the books of the sect and regard the con- 
duct of its agents. What do some of them 
say, and how are others continually acting ? 
Their books вау,--І quote from them, but 
only imagine the value of such words!—** The 
first duty of a free and intelligent being is, at 
all times to banish from his mind, and from his 


conscience, the thought of a God : for God, if he 
exists, must be essentially hostile to our nature, 
and we are not at all improved by his authority. 
God—it is folly and cowardice,—it is tyranny 
and misery; God—it is evil...God, withdraw 
thyself (Dieu, retire-toi)." (Proudhon, “ Sys- 
téme des contradictions économiques.") 

And for what purpose does this unhappy 
madman allow himself to be so far carried away 
as to utter such blasphemies? What interest 
can M. Proudhon have in pursuing to the deep- 
est recesses of the poor man’s conscience, the 
sublime idea of hope, which misfortune may 
alone have left to him? For whose profit does 
this wretched man make war against the 
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Almighty? For his own profit! I quote again, 
for one must not detract from the astounding 
nature of the texts: “ I would change the very 
basis of society, and displace the axis of civiliza- 
tion ; make the globe, which, under the impulse 
of the divine will, has, to the present time, 
revolved from the West to the East, move 
henceforth, by the will of man, from the East 
tothe West. I know that the obstacles are 
great, but my means are more powerful; I have 
placed my basis upon nothingness, and an idea 
is the lever. It was in this way that the divine 
workman created the natural world, and so 
must Man, the eternal rival of God, create the 
world of industry and art. (Proudhon, “ Dé- 
monstration du Socialisme.") 

Such is the religion of the Socialist books! 
Even the name of God is an object of insult, 
his existence a subject of raillery; and шап-- 
that is to say, an almost imperceptible atom, 
composed of a little clay and a little spirit, lost 
upon a revolving globe, which in its turn is 
bewildered in the immensity of celestial space— 
arrogates to himself the divine power to per- 
form that which has not been accomplished, and 
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to undo that which has been from the beginning. 
“Не has," says M. Proudhon, “but to speak 
one word, and immediately all will be chaos, 
the very principle of natural things will be 
upset, and by the same power, in à moment, 
will all lights be extinguished, as well those 
which glitter in the heavens, as those that en- 
lighten the reason, and animate the heart of 
man." 

When religion itself 15 treated in this manner 
by a sect, what else can be expected from that 
sect, but principles directly at variance with 
those admitted by the generality of mankind ? 

After having withdrawn from us belief in 
God, the Socialists would also destroy those 
pure sentiments which form the bond of family 
affection. Once having denied the existence 
of the Almighty, they would render null the 
institution of marriage, and in its place admit 
unlimited concubinage. Read the text for 
yourselves: “ Polygamy (plurality of wives), or 
Cumul d’amours, is the most precious germ 
of family union.” (Та Phalange—Socialist - 
Journal, February, 1849). ud: 

I need add nothing to this description. 
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Readers, if you have a mother, wife, sister, or 
daughter, in whatever condition of life it has 
pleased Providence to place you, judge for 
yourselves. | 

Let us now come to the question of property. 
Your property, however insignificant it may be, 
though it may not exceed the very bed upon 
which a mother has breathed her last, still this 
property, the legitimate wages of your labour, 
or of the labour of your father, and which you 
preserve for the purpose of transmitting to your 
child, as an earnest of your imperishable love 
for him, and which has oftentimes enabled you 
to bear with life,—what is this property accord- 
ing to the opinions of Socialism? A theft! 
“© Property is a robbery—Property is infamy ! 
Who has thus spoken ? Calm yourselves.—The 
same man who takes a pleasure in thus out- 
raging the most chaste and profound feelings 
of son, husband, and father,—is he, who just 
now, a prey to dreadful madness, defied the 
heavens, and cried, “ Dieu, retire-toi!" (God, 
withdraw thyself !) 

Do you, Reader, expect a Socialist to treat 
you better than he does the Creator ? 
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Thus you see, God, family, and property, 
the three religions of human society, even the 
most barbarous, are extinguished in Socialism 
There is по God,” is the first axiom of their 
doctrine; ‘“Concubinage is more in conformity 
with morality and nature than marriage,” is the 
second; ‘Property is a robbery,” is the third. 
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II. 


" Now let us examine what this system pro- 
mises for the other important objects of con- 
fidence, which have, to the present moment, 
formed the social emblem of all nations; 
Liberty, Equality, and the various principles 
of a wise public economy, whose application 
constitutes true Fraternity. All Socialists talk 
of liberty: their books, journals, speeches, all 
contain a hymn to its praise; but in inum 
how do they practise it? 

Amongst a thousand examples, I will take 
one, which shall speak for itself. 

Оп the 15th of May, the chiefs of the leading 
Socialist clubs, for a moment believing them- 
selves masters of Paris, and expecting soon to 
become rulers of France, immediately prepared 
decrees indicative of their authority; here fol- 
low two lines of the first of their decrees:— 

B 
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“А Committee of Public Safety is estab- 
lished, invested with unlimited powers." 

And pray what were to have been the first 
acts of the Committee ? 

The dissolution of the National | Assembly, 
chosen by universal suffrage. 

The formation of Municipal Committees, 
exclusively composed of known patriots. The 
dissolution of the National Guard, and of the 
Army, and their reduction of forces, effected by 
known patriots! “Тһе establishment of Super- 
numerary Overseers. 

A Compulsory Tax, pre-levied by known par- 
tisans, exercising right of search, even to the 
exaction of half incomes. 

And lastly, a prescribed order to all Muni- 
cipal Committees, that each corporate body 
should acknowledge, with as little delay as 
possible, the absolute power of the Committee of 
Public Safety. (Assizes at Bourges, Audience, 
March 7th, 1849.—Endorsed papers seized at 
the house of Sobrier, at the Town Hall, &c.) 

_ In a word, if the Socialists had succeeded, 
they would have at once overwhelmed liberty. 
by despotism and terror. 
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. We will now pass on to Equality. Of this 
the Socialists make a very great question in 
their books, journals, and speeches. But what 
kind of equality is it? Is it equality accord- 
ing to the law, such as since 1789 has become 
the basis of our institutions, and established in 
our manners? Is it the equality of all good 
citizens before the tribunal of public esteem, 
of whatever nature their fortune or birth? And 
lastly, is it that equality to the level of which 
we can only be raised by labour, merit, a long 
life devoted to the service of the state, the 
exercise of great talents and virtues ? 

Oh no! there is nothing of this kind in the 
equality of Socialism. It is simply “equality 
of salaries" (“l'égalité des salaires."— Louis 
Blane, Organization of Labour, and speeches 
delivered at the Luxembourg). 

‚ Now then for the essence of their peculiar 
equality. | 

You are a clever and industrious mechanic: 
you work from morning till night; you per- 
form your labour ten times as quick, and 
twenty times better, than Peter, Paul, or James; 
the equality of Socialism requires that Peter, 

B 2 
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Paul, and James, should be as well remunerated 
as yourself, But then you are about to say, 
What advantage do I gain by my labour? Am 
I then to provide for all the lazy vagabonds of 
the state? If Peter, Paul, and James, by vir- 
tue of this astounding equality, gain as much 
by doing nothimg, as I do by working hard 
all day, what is there to hinder me from 
imitating James, Paul, or Peter? Have they 
any more right than I have, to live without 
doing anything? And supposing that every 
one acted upon this principle, why then 
through the length and breadth of the country 
there would be no labour done! No more 
labour, therefore no more production,—conse- 
quently nothing to sell; the very springs from 
whence we derive support would become ex- 
hausted, dried up, and would no longer flow. 
In a word, we should all be equal in idleness, 
misery, and famine. 
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III. 


WE wil now dwell upon all those grand 
principles of public administration, whose ap- 
plication, as I before mentioned, is the very 
soul of Fraternity. І refer to the increase of 
labour, the proper management of finances, 
national education, the amelioration of the con- 
dition of the poor, the alleviation of misery: to 
the carrying out of all these principles, every 
properly organized society devotes its entire 
strength and energies: but what does Social- 
ism? It corrupts and extinguishes them! І 
shall rapidly survey each of these, and at a 
glance shew how, during the course of a year, 
the sect of Socialists, both by their acts and 
writings, have understood and practised them. 

One of the most famous doctors of this sect 
had promised, as you may remember, %0 organ- 
3ze labour. What does that mean? I cannot 


99 SOCIALISM UNMASKED. 


tell. He published a book, pretending to ex- 
plain it. Тһе most experienced and best in- 
formed men read the book, and, after having 
done so, declared that they could not compre- 
hend a word of it. This determined its author 
to put his theory into practice. 

Monsieur Louis Blanc is installed at the 
Luxembourg ; he reigned there three months: 
and what was the result of his administration ? 
The introduction of National Workshops (4te- 
liers Nationaux). And what arose from the 
National Workshops? Тһе direful days of 
June! And what from the direful days of 
June? Total cessation of all employment, and, 
for more than six weeks, an irreparable loss 
to two hundred thousand fathers of families! 
Thus is seen how Socialists have discovered 
the secret of increasing labour. 

. They make a boast of possessing financial 
knowledge to an extent quite unknown to their 
predecessors. Some are sent to the National 
Assembly : once there, they are invited to aseend 
the tribune. Іп the name of publie misery, 
their own work, they are eonjured to divulge 
the secrets which they pretend to possess. One 
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of them, said to be the most clever, M. Proudhon, 
—this same Proudhon who would suppress God, 
—one day opened his mouth; what did he pro- 
pose? To reduce all debts, of whatever nature 
they might be, one-third; and to divide this 
one-third into two-sixths; of which one should 
go to the State Treasury, and the other to the 
profit of the debtor. So that, for example, if you 
had lent, by contract or bill of exchange, &c., 
ninety francs to Peter or James, your credit 
would be reduced to sixty francs ; and the other 
thirty francs would be, to your loss, divided 
into two equal sums, of which one would belong 
to Peter, and the other pre-levied by the pre- 
ceptor, M. Proudhon, who, moreover, proposed 
that all debtors should inform against their 
creditors, so that no debt should escape this 
wholesale robbery which he aspired to regulate. 

The National Assembly, in its sitting of July 
31st, 1848, after having listened to this propo- 
sition, unanimously voted, with the sole excep- 
tion of M. Greppo, the following decree :— 
“Тһе National Assembly consider the propo- 
sition of M. Proudhon a most vile attack upon 
the principles of public morality; that it is a 
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flagrant violation of the rights of property, the 
basis of social order ; that it is calculated to give 
encouragement to informers, and that it appeals 
to the very worst passions ; and, moreover, they 
consider that the author has calumniated the 
Revolution of February, in seeking to render 
it the accomplice of such theories as he has 
just developed at the tribune. То pass to the 
order of the day." 

The Socialists speak, again, of some marvel- 
lous principles for the intellectual and moral 
education of children,—of course, only known 
amongst themselves. And pray, what are these 
principles? That God is merely a name, pro- 
perty a robbery, and family affection a decep- 
tion. Thus there must be neither xest nor 
misery, according as they would have labour 
and charity understood. What superior intelli- 
gence upon these subjects do they display? 
They are challenged to announce it. They 
then state, that the remedy for all our misfor- 
tunes would be in the twofold declaration of a 

Right to labour and a Right to relief. But to 
what purpose should we inscribe in our Consti- 
tution the Right to labour, when the State, as so 
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frequently happens, for want of funds, is not 


in a position to commence any undertaking ? 
The very idea of making relief a right, at once 
appears to everybody as absurd. Why, if you 
declare that every citizen has a right to receive 
assistance from the State, whether employed or 
not, even when the State itself cannot cause 
works to be established for want of funds, how 
can it relieve the wants of all those who apply 
to it? Can the State find the capital to pay 
citizens for doing nothing, when it is unable to 
remunerate them for their labour? And, more- 
over, must it not be evident, that on the very 
day that Relief shall become a Public Right, 
every idle and profligate vagabond would be 
provided for at the expense of the nation. 
Mendicity, by such a system, would become 
legalized, and even an institution of the State, 
secured and fostered by Government. 

Thus, labour, finances, education, prosperity, 
—everything, in short, that Socialists boast of 
regulating better than others, by their writings 
and schemes, is only made use of to corrupt 
opinions, attack principles, and perplex as 
much as possible their restoration and develop- 
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ment. Pursuing to the utmost, with a fright- 
ful perseverance, the overthrow of all social 
institutions, which it seems to have been their 
task to destroy, they do not pause either before 
the universal stagnation of business, or before 
ruin or misery. Even the desperate state of 
Paris for three days, deluged as it was in blood 
for them, and for them alone, does not arrest 
them. 

I was, then, quite correct in saying at the 
commencement of this explanation of Socialism, 


t [rs VERY NAME IS A LIE!" 
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IV. 


Tuis doctrine, in reality, is altogether at 
variance with every social idea: it denies God, 
family, and property ; the only equality that it 
acknowledges is equality in misery. In the 
question of finance, it admits for its prin- 
сіріев only such as the National Assembly 
unanimously declare, in the name of the publie 
conscience, as outrageous both to the morals 
and the good sense of the people. Its plan of 
regulating labour, after a trial of three months, 
produced а most fearful stagnation of trade, 
leading to a civil war, and consequently wretch- 
edness without bounds. Even the sublime idea 
of charity itself is corrupted by this doctrine: 
the charity of Socialists is the right of every 
citizen to practise idleness and profligacy, under 
the protection and with the help of Govern- 
ment. 
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In order to exhaust this mode of reasoning, 
I will add one more conaideration, which itself 
will serve to conclude it. 

When I assert that the Socialist sect 18, in 
the very name that it usurps,—although the 
name itself is fraught with all truly social prin- 
ciples,—and this is not the only one of its 
principles that it endeavours to corrupt and to 
destroy ;—when І state that this sect is in truth 
anti-social, that is to say, really an enemy to 
society, in proportion as the title with which it 
adorns itself would seem to be favourable to it, 
in thus explaining myself, I would not merely 
be understood to say that Socialism is antago- 
nistic to French society alone, as at present 
organized, but also to society in general. 

There appears scarcely any necessity to ех- 
plain this, but in every case it may be done with 
ease. Тһе various societies which have suc- 
ceeded each other in history, and which are 
spread over the whole surface of the globe, are 
only peculiar forms, all perishable and more or 
less perfect, of one society, or, if you please, 
form one common spring of Social principles, 
which have been the same in all times and in all 
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places. These principles are those which I 
enumerated at the commencement :—religion, 
family, property, equality, liberty, &c., &c. 
Every society, of whatever nature it may be, 
is based upon one, two, or more of these 
principles. 

In proportion as a society is perfect, so is 
augmented the number of its social principles. 

For example, it not unfrequently happens 
that in a newly formed community a belief in 
God is the only jurisdiction of the State. 
Everything is referred and sacrificed to God, or 
to his representative, whether priest, emperor, 
or chief; family, property, equality, liberty, 
&c., &c.,—everything is subservient to this one 
principle. Thus it has been for a long time 
with the unfortunate nations of the East, and 
thus it seems to be still with a large portion of 
the Russian society. In a more perfect com- 
munity, а Social principle becomes a more 
considerable part of the constitution. Accom- | 
panying the principle of absolute Theocracy, 
you will always find, for example, peculiar 
clauses for the rights of family. Raise yourself 
one more step in the historic development of 
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nations, you will observe that property is in- 
scribed by the side of the principle of family, 
and the principle of Divine authority. There- 
fore it will be seen that, in proportion as the 
people themselves, who have been subdued by 
gratitude for these rights, become enlightened 
and civilized, the more they will have acquired 
a distinct knowledge and complete enjoyment 
of each of them. А community is in obedience 
to а constitution, which in its turn submits to 
a monarchy of Divine commission, with the 
proviso of protection to the rights of family and 
property: in proportion as this community is 
perfected, so does the acquaintance with its 
rights become popular and important to its 
members, and so much the more, ideas leading 
to facts, by usage increase and develope them- 
selves. 

. Lastly, and to arrive suddenly at the highest 
degree of civilization, we say that the most 
` perfect society is the one in which the common 
basis of social principles is the most completely 
and extensively carried out; that in which all 
principles, without exception, the principles of 
religion, family, property, equality, liberty, 
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charity, &c., all find the greatest expansion, 
and the most perfect harmony. 

Now then let us consider the work of the 
Socialist sect. 
_ То what end does it oppose itself to civiliza- 
tion, history, and the universally accepted 
plans, unanimously adopted by all nations? It 
would curb, compress, stifle, so far as it could, 
the development of one and all the social 
principles. Whilst all the nations of the earth 
aspire to make for themselves a religion more 
enlightened and pure, Socialism seizes upon 
the principle of all religion,—-God himself, and 
cries out with the voice of the most furious of its 
adherents, “ Dieu, retire-toi." At the same time 
that all societies apply themselves to strengthen 
the virtues of the domestic hearth, the Socialist | 
sect proclaims the excellence of Concubinage. 
When the most politic governments study to 
preserve the safety and transmission of family 
property, often a recompense for the labour of 
many lives, with all imaginable respect and 
guarantee, the Socialists exclaim: “ Property ss 
a robbery!” © Property is an infamy!” And so 
with Liberty, which this sect suppresses, 
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equality that it abuses, the sources of labour 
which it exhausts, finances that it ruins, the 
public spirit which it poisons, the misery that 
it spreads abroad, and as for charity, alas! I 
cannot explain how absurd and shameful it 
makes it! 

Thus it is not against our own society, but 
against all society; let us speak plainly, and 
entirely cast aside the veil: it is against even 
the principle of society itself, that the Socialist 
sect has declared war. бо that it is only by 
the most odious perversion of language, the 
most absolute contradiction, that it has taken 
the name by which it has rendered itself so 
deplorably famous. 

I search for another name which should 
belong to this doctrine. I can only find one, 
barbarous and violent as it is, that will at all 
explain the spirit of Socialism, so called; per- 


mit me to stigmatise it as the doctrine of Deso- 


cialization (or want of sociality). 
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V. 


THus far I consider all that has been 
advanced, supported as it is by quotations 
and authentic documents, will make apparent 
the truth of this conclusion, and which every- 
one must clearly see, that there is nothing in 
the world more anti-social than this would-be 
Socialism, which for the past year has made so 
much mischief, and been attended with so 
great cost. But to press the explanation of 
this doctrine still further, and with an intention 
not to quit it.until I have brought it to such a | 
degree of conviction and clearness, that every 
person, even those the least familiar with the 
arguments of philosophy and politics, after 
perusal of this tract, may not be deceived 
respecting the real designs of the Socialist sect. 

Itmay be thought that in confining my ex- 
planation only to the maxims of this sect, and 
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in pointing out the extremity of the conse- 
quences to which they naturally lead, I have 
made use of unnecessarily severe reasoning; it 
may be considered that the abominable and 
strange conclusions I have drawn, with little 
trouble from the principles of Socialists, are not 
so fatal in their consequences as I have ex- 
hibited ; or, at least, and in all cases, are not 
acknowledged by the authors and partisans of 
this doctrine. All, however, who entertain this 
notion, are deceiving themselves. They know 
nothing either of the spirit or system of the 
sect. 

The Socialists, like all other sectarians who 
follow one another in history, are zealous for 
the full working out of their principles, and we 
have merely taken them as our guides in arriv- 
ing at the extreme opinions, before which we 
even now recoil. Yes, it is indeed to Desocial- 
ization,—excuse me repeating the word,—that 
is to say, to the ruin of the very principle of 
society amongst mankind, and for the purpose 
of completing it, the extinction of all beliefs 
which serve to cement, in time or place, men- 
tally or bodily, human beings to each other, 
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that this strange doctrine has the courage to 
march forward to, and the design to attain. 
Let their apostles be our witnesses! 

They demolish, simply for the satisfaction of 
destroying. Themselves violent and blind de- 
stroyers, they labour for the overthrow of the 
institutions they attack, merely for the sake of 
establishing others. Thus do Socialists. They 
plot the ruin of the principle of society, by at- 
tacking it in all the beliefs from whence it 
springs, and which are its support: belief in 
God, respect for property, family, &c., &c.; it 
is for the purpose of substituting another in op- 
position to it, and it is merely in the hope of 
establishing upon the ruins of the entire world, 
which for six thousand years has supported 
the principle of society, a new universe, contra- 
dictory, without a precedent, and, as the most 
extravagant writer of the party says, “опе 
whose axis shall cease to be in the ordinary 
course of nature, and as God appointed it from 
the beginning.” 

Now what kind of world is it that the differ- 
ent Socialist sects pretend to create? Is ita 

c 9 
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world that will support, in any degree, under 
any form, and in any of its appliances, of what- 
ever kind they may be, the principle of so- 
ciety? No; it is rather a world whose essential 
character is to be absolutely anti-social. 

A few words will suffice to render compre- 
hensible—as far, at least, as it is possible—the 
nature of this extraordinary universe. 

Having successfully destroyed all the prin- 
ciples which serve as bonds amongst mankind, 
—the religious principle which governs all by 
one universal belief, and whose practices and 
ceremonies are therefore similar,—the principle 
of family, which attaches the father to the son, 
the brother to the sister, the children of them 
all together, &c., &c.,—the principle of pro- 
perty—of property, I repeat, individual, domes- 
tic, and hereditary, which concentrates, with- 
holds, or transmits a certain portion of goods in 
a number of agreed hands, and so unites in time, 
and even beyond death itself, the various mem- 
bers of a family,—there remains no longer 
among Socialists any means of associating them- 
selves by any title whatever to the dust of indi- 
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viduals which, во to speak, remains in their 
hands. How is it possible for such creatures 
to live together? What kind of world will 
they establish, іп which to assist, or at least 
support each other, now that there is left for 
them no grand principle of Social brotherhood, 
now that all the principles of religion and cha- 
rity are extinguished and crushed ? 

The embarrassment of all this is extreme; 
there is but one remedy. 

In default of a state of society, one other 
state alone is conceivable: a state of barbarism. 
This is the only refuge of Socialists. By reason 
of enormous folly, all conditions of a state of 
society being destroyed, it is to barbarism alone 
that they could turn; and it is that which, by 
common consent, they have done: and the im- 
portant word of their system,—important word, 
as I have already made you acquainted with 
the rest,—is absolutely necessary to their prin- 
ciples; it is the reconstruction, upon the wreck 
of civilization destroyed, of a state of barbarism 
for the people's children. 


Here I сгауе your most serious attention. 
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As there are two forms of barbarism, this extra- 
ordinary sect is divided into two companies; 
one is an advocate for the first of these forms, 
and the other for the second: the first is Com- 
munism, the second the Wandering state. For 
the explanation of both, let us proceed to the 
next chapter. 
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УІ. 


THERE аге Socialists who are even more in- 
fatuated,—some, to create a world where all men 
shall labour in common according to the extent 
of their wants ; others, on the contrary, would 
found one, where every individual should be at 
perfect liberty to seek his livelihood as he 
pleased, and where he could. Тһе first of 
these, and by far the most numerous, are the 
partisans of Communism; the second adhere to 
the Wandering state: although the latter can- 
not boast of numbers, still it will be presently 
_shewn that it forms the most important party. 

We will first speak of Communism. 

Of the two forms of a state of barbarism, 
this is the most easy to be understood ; indeed, 
the constitution of such a state is of the most 
simple description. 
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La Commune Sociale, of February, 1849, 
very powerfully defines it in these terms:— 

‘The disbursement in common of all pro- 
perty, moveable and immoveable, which belongs 
to everyone; the collecting together private 
property of every kind, into one national fund: 
the state reserves to itself the exclusive right of 
directing its collection and expenditure." 

The partisans of the Organization of Labour, 
and of course (for it is but a sad consequence 
of the creation of National Workshops) the 
Icarians, the plausible Phalansteriens (and who 
knows what they want?) are Communists. 
Communism comprehends, therefore, as we said 
just now, by far the most numerous party of 
the Socialist sect. 

It wil be seen at once by the words Social 
Assembly, which are sufficiently explicit, upon 
what depends the regulation of this mode of 
savage state ;—it is upon the suppression of all 
individual property. 

In. Communism, under whatever form it 
exists, whether National Workshops, Icarian 
or Phalansterien, the individual neither acquires 
nor possesses anything; he accumulates for the 
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profit of the common fund, which is managed 
by some council of administration, assuming the 
name of Government, State, &c.; this, then, 
is the first principle and nerve of the whole 
system. 

But to this first principle must of necessity 
be added another : it is the principle of Slavery. 
The Social Assembly has already made it 
sufficiently clear, when it speaks of the right 
exclusively reserved to the state, of directing 
the income and expenditure ; but а moment's 
reflection only is necessary to be convinced that 
there cannot really be any Communism with- 
out the establishment of the most rigid ty- 
. ranny. In fact, property once filched from 
an individual, and transferred to the state, 
the family who enjoyed this property, and who 
were sustained by it, naturally finds itself dis- 
solved, and each of its members ceases immedi- 
ately to belong to the family, in order to become 
inevery way the property of the commonwealth, 
which at once proclaims itself proprietor both 
of the persons and the goods. А very eloquent 
and consistent supporter of the savage state, 
Jean Jacques Rousseau, who cannot here be 
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suspected, speaks very well upon this subject, 
from the middle of the last century ; “Тһе first 
clause of the Social treaty is the total alienation 
of each member from all his rights in favour of 
the whole community, and the treaty itself is 
an agreement by which each of us places at the 
disposition of the general will both his person 
and all his influence. This is Communism. 

Now without property, without family, 
without liberty, what happiness remains for 
man? Is he not the most miserable of all 
creatures who exist upon this earth? Of this 
most assuredly no one will doubt. 

Communism, the first form of a savage state, 
which the largest party of the Socialist sect 
aspire by degrees to substitute in France for a 
state of society and civilization, is then, in three 
words, a constitution of an Anti-Social State, 
founded upon the suppression of individual 
property, family, and liberty,—in other words, 
the purest sources of happiness in this world. 
Behold then one of the grand conclusions of 
Socialism ! 


Once more, it must not be thought that we 
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lead on at pleasure this doctrine to extremes 
which it repudiates, and which it might pre- 
serve itself from bordering upon, in passing 
from the region of dreams to that of reality. 
History here confirms, by striking examples, the 
necessity of conclusions guided by judgment. 

There were two powerful nations which had 
been for ages in complete submission to the 

rule of Communism: these were Egypt and 
. India, 

What was, during this long period, the con- 
dition of the people in both these countries ? 
They were the most enslaved, and the most 
wretched nations upon the surface of the 
earth. 

Misery and slavery—such was life in Egypt, 
whilst Communism weighed heavily upon her. 
The whole nation, changed into beasts of 
burthen, then constructed upon the most fertile 
shores of the globe, to serve as tombs to despots 
without pity, who had robbed them even in 
their families, immense and useless monuments, 
— Pyramids, eternal witnesses of the brutishness 
and opprobrium in which Communism had 
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engulfed them. India for a long time shared 
the same fate. What has arisen from it? 
Locked up for forty ages in the Communist 
code of their first legislator, the miserable 
Indians have remained, as it were, immoveable, 
the springs of their civilization are dried up, 
and their monotonous annals, to this day, tell 
only of their slavery and suffering. How could 
we expect it to be otherwise? If our beasts of 
burthen were able to write their history, what 
should we have to read, excepting a lament- 
able and uniform recital of their fatigues and 
sufferings? When men are reduced to the 
condition of brutes, when all that belongs to 
them is seized, and they are deprived, in a 
moment, of property, family, liberty, and re- - 
ligion; do not their annals run the risk of 
being confounded with those stupid creatures 
with whom they have, during a long life, in 
every respect shared the same fate ? 

Thus do facts cruelly confirm principles. 
That portion of the Socialist sect who, in the 
delirium of hatred with which they pursue the 
truly Social state, cast themselves into a state 
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of barbarism, which they denominate Com-. 
munism,—so throwing themselves, endeavour to 
bring the whole nation into the most miserable 
and shameful condition to which human nature 
can be reduced,—a state of Slavery. 
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VII. 


WE now come to the other class of Socialists, 
who throw themselves into the barbarism of a 
Wandering state. 

We have already said that this second divi- 
sion of the sect is the least in number, al- 
though by far the most influential. It is the 
least numerous, for it only consists of M. 
Proudhon and his disciples; but it is the 
most consistent section, for it reunites, infinitely 
better than the other, the opinions of the 
system with its origin. 

: When war is declared against the very prin- 
ciple of society, when we have proposed to our- 
selves, as our aim, to ruin and extinguish all 
beliefs which reconcile men, there remains to 
us but one thing to do, that is, to urge them to | 
the condition of savages, and to the most 
natural state of barbarism, which is the Wander- 
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ing state. Іп Communism there is certainly no . 
shadow of application of social principles: there 
is no government, and, properly speaking, 
no citizens; there is only one master and his 
slaves: thus there is no longer any society 
worthy of the name; it is but a conglomeration 
of creatures with human faces. "Therefore may 
still be seen something inconsistent in the prin- 
ciple of desocialization, which is the very 
essence of Socialism. 

Socialism is formed to remove men to a dis- 
tance from each other, to sever all the ties by 
which they are attached: the violent cohesion 
of Communism bears against the severity of 
this principle; the vagrant state of individuals 
upon the surface of the globe, each seeking and 
finding his livelihood where and how he can, 
communicating as little as possible with his 
fellow-men, acknowledging neither God, so- 
ciety, country, parents, children, — occupied 
solely in satisfying his present appetite, and 
not holding converse with other men, (unless, 
indeed, this conversation is necessary for the 
gratification of his appetite,) living, indeed, 
with all the absolute brutality of a wild beast, 
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—this state, I say, is the most strictly con- 
formable to the principles of the Socialist sect. 

M. Proudhon has seen all this; so he wishes 
to urge forward, as much as possible, France 
to а brutal Wandering state. Everything 
in his system, from the very first line of his 
Demonstration of Socialism even to the last 
of his Prospectus and Statutes of the People's 
Bank, tends to this one object. 

M. Proudhon proposes, in the event of So- 
cial principles once being destroyed, to turn to 
account, nevertheless, all that remains of hu- 
manity in the individual who has trusted to 
him. He will have very little to preserve, if 
you enumerate to yourself all that M. Proud- 
hon has taken away from the poor creature. 

The poor creature believes no longer in God ; 
he now labours no more to acquire, either for 
himself or for his fellow-men: he merely la- 
bours to satisfy one or other of his personal 
appetites, which may at that moment be most 
importunate; he has no other mission upon 
this earth than to produce sufficient for his 
own consumption. What difference is there 
between such a creature and a beast? If there 
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is any difference, it must be indeed very slight. 
All that can be distinguished is, that in man, 
even when reduced to this state, there survives : 
yet some glimmering of reason which may per- 
form the office of a highly-developed instinct, 
whilst in the mere beast the instinct is always | 
more gross, Whatever it may be, behold the 
man of M. Proudhon: man, with him, is a 
being who produces just enough for his subsist- 
ence, nothing more; who acquires nothing, 
neither withholds nor transmits anything; who 
really cares for nothing but himself, being oc- 
cupied solely with his own wants, and the 
necessity of providing for them; indifferent 
alike to every religious, moral, or natural idea, 
to all intellectual anxiety, of whatever nature 
it may be; ignorant even of the mere names 
of science, industry, and art; imitating, as 
nearly as possible, the existence of the brutes; 
concentrating and limiting every thought to 
self, living alone in all the plenitude and sen- 
sual contentment of egoism, which absorbs, 
overwhelms, and extinguishes everything in 
itself, апа beyond itself. То such a man, if 
such a creature may retain the name of man, 
D 
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what description of Social organization could 
appear at all supportable? None. The con- 
dition of a savage only is open to him,—and 
the savage state under the most independent 
and relaxed form, the Wandering form. This 
kind of animal would live with much discomfort 
in a flock: a vagrant and solitary condition 
alone suits him. The exception with him is to 
find himself in the company of his fellow-crea- 
tures; the rule is to wander, and to seek the 
desert. | 

M. Proudhon, as we just now observed, 
has very keenly noted all this in the outra- 
geous warfare which he carries on against all 
society and all civilization: his invariable tactic 
is eagerly to reclaim his contemporaries, at 
least, as much as possible, to the’ fundamental 
habits of the Wandering state. 

His tactic is above all things manifested in 
the institution which he has attempted to 
establish, I mean a Bank to be called the 
Exchange. 

We all know that the exchange is, par excel- 
lence, the system of negotiation amongst savages. 
Whilst civilized nations have money to repre- 
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sent the value of merchandize, and paper to 
represent money, savages, on the contrary, un- 
derstand merely barter, and, to speak the truth, 
barter in the most primitive manner. They give 
what they may happen to possess for that which 
they are desirous of acquiring; the produce of 
the chase for brandy, a bow for a pair of shoes, 
&c. They have not even the idea, which exists 
amongst some half-civilized nations, of agree- 
ing for one definite object, which may be requi- 
site for the community at large, such as salt, 
wool, cattle, &c. ; they exchange, independently 
of each other, this article for that commodity. 
This is the very beau ideal of M. Proudhon. 
The establishment of his Bank of Exchange, 
or Peoples Bank, had no other view than to 
overturn all institutions of credit reposing upon 
the principle of money or paper for. the repre- 
sentation of objects, and to substitute pure and 
simple barter, in its most elementary form. А 
very laudable undertaking, at least, according 
to the logic which reconciles the means and 
the end. 

Wishing to ruin society, and to establish 

р 2 
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barbarism upon its wreck, M. Proudhon could 
not have ventured upon anything more decisive 
than an abolition of the usage of money. 
Moncy in reality, or paper which represents it, 
being the most active instrument of commerce, 
to suppress this is to give, as it were, almost a 
mortal blow to business: commerce extin- 
guished, or very nearly so, the communication 
of man with man becomes more and more rare, 
he becomes isolated, he shuns his fellow-man, 
and mankind falls into savage life, and soon 
into the Wandering state. Ву chance man 
meets man, they each exchange their posses- 
sions, a walking-stick for fruit, the skin of a 
beast for fire, &c.; but this accomplished, they 
part, and this sort of society ends as soon as it 
commences. Such, then, is the second of the 
two conditions to which Socialism aspires. In 
the first—in Communism—it ends with slavery ; 
in the latter in barbarism, and barbarism the 
most profound and incurable,—a systematic 
and constitutionally savage state, if we may 
so speak, which becomes the public right of 
every human being, barbarism from which he 
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must never dream of emerging, but, on the 
contrary, in which he can only expect to sink 
lower, and to lose himself altogether. 

In this extremity of disgrace and misery, 
humanity is nothing more than a simple variety 
of those stupid inhabitants of our globe, of 
which, in these days, the zoophite and the ape 
occupy the extremes. 
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VIII. 


WE have now finished our task. I have, I 
think, fulfilled the promise inscribed upon the 
title of this discourse: SOCIALISM IS UNMASKED. 
These pages may be read by any man of com- 
mon sense: I address myself to all men of 
candour and honesty, to judge of them. 

I make no pretence to cure envy, or to en- 
lighten hatred: envy is incurable, and hatred 
is blind; but I have considered that I might 
render some service to the times in which we 
live, and to my country, if I published, for the 
use of all well-disposed persons, who might be 
misled by the false appearances of Socialism, a 
brief and plain statement, sufficient to enable 
them properly to appreciate this detestable doc- 
trine. At the present time they understand it 
almost as well as the reputed professors. Let 
them reflect a few moments, and then after- 
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wards decide between the criminal absurdities 
out of which this sect has raised up a system, 
and all the beliefs of humanity. Тһе question 
is а very simple one: it is placed between 
society and barbarism, between liberty and 
slavery, between the divine institutions of re- 
ligion, family, property, equality, labour, fra- 
ternity, and their overthrow. 

You have now before you the case: judge it. 

One word more, and it shall be my last. 

Tell me; is it possible that you can have de- 
 scended so low as to dwell upon such questions ? 
that а nation so justly renowned as ours, for its 
good sense, morality, and intelligence, should 
arrive at such a point as to discuss if the uni- 
verse and man have a Creator or not? if indi- - 
vidual and domestic property is moral or im- 
moral, &c.? Can it really be that the whole of 
French society has passed more than twelve 
months of its existence in this one occupation, 
and to which it might have sacrificed every- 
thing, its internal prosperity, and the main- 
tenance of its external influence and authority ? 
Do such absurd and hateful ideas find credit in 
the breasts of that people, whose ancestors have 
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conquered and enlightened Europe, and who, 
for the past fifteen months, сап fairly boast of 
having marched at the head of civilization, being 
at once the example and admiration of the 
world?. I know not: but, for myself, when I 
reflect upon it, I fancy at first that I must be 
either dreaming or deranged. 

Since, alas! I feel but too well assured that 
I am not the sport of a dream, I am at a loss 
to explain to you my feelings of sorrow for 
my country, and shame for the times in which 
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A Prose Tale by GEORGE SAND. 


V. 
THE MOSAIC WORKERS; 
A Tale of Venice; to which is added, 
THE ОКСО, by GEORGE SAND. 
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THE AMBER WITCH, 


The most extraordinary Trial for Witchcraft ever known. 
By WiLLIAM MEINHOLD, Author of “ The Sorceress.” 


X. 
EMERSON'S EIGHT ESSAYS, 
(The Second Series.) 


On the Poet—Experience—Character—Manners—Gifts— 
Nature—Politics—Nominalist and Realist. 
XT. 
, EMERSON'S NATURE, 
AN Essay; AND LECTURES ON THE TIMES AND ON WAR. 
XII. 
THOUGHTS ON THE POETS, 


Goldsmith — Gray—Collins—Pope — Cowper — Thomson— 
Crabbe—Shelley—Hunt—Byron—M oore— Hogers—Burns— 
Campbell — Wordsworth — Coleridge —Keats — Barry Corn- 

wall— Bryant 


By Henry T. TUCKERMAN, Author of * Characteristics of 
Genius.” 


XIII. 
VOICES OF THE NIGHT, 
And other Poems, by Henry W. LONGFELLOW. 


XIV. (Marcu 1.) 
THE SEA SIDE AND FIRE SIDE, 
And BALLADS, by Henry W. LONGFELLOW. 
XV. (APRIL 1.) 
REPRESENTATIVE MEN, 
By Rapu WALDO EMERSON. 
XVI. (May 1.) 


PICCIOLA, 
From the French of X. B. Saintine. 


12mo., Fancy Cover, 


SLATER'S HOME LIBRARY, 


А Series of Popular and Classical Books, Convenient Com- 
panions for Field and Fireside, suitable for all classes, now 


issuing monthly, 


I. 


THE LOG CABIN; 
Or, “Тһе World before you,” by Mrs. LEE. 


IL: 
LOVERS AND HUSBANDS; 
A Story of Married Life, by T. S. ARTHUR. 


III. 
PAULINE; 


А Tale of Normandy, by ALEXANDRE Dumas. 


IV. 
SWEETHEARTS AND WIVES; 
Or, Before and After Marriage, by Т. 8. ARTHUR. 


V. 


CHRISTMAS, 
Its History, Antiquity, and Amusements. 


SLATER'S HOME LIBRARY; 
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VI. 


MARRIED AND SINGLE; 
Or, Marriage and Celibacy contrasted, by Т. 8. ARTHUR. 


VII. 


HOME, 
By Miss Sepa wick. 


VIII. (Marcu 1.) 


THE CORSICAN BROTHERS 


By ALEXANDRE Dumas. 


ІХ. (Арві, 1.) 


JOSEPHINE, ' 


By WILLIAM Havrr. 


X. (Мах 1.) 


MARY DE CLIFFORD, 


By Sia EGERTON Baypass. 


UNIFORM WITH SLATER'8 SHILLING SERIES, 
Handsomely bound in green cloth, gill, a new, complete, and 
uniform edition of, TT 


MISS BREMER’S NOVELS, 


Translated from the Swedish ; 





ALREADY ISSUED, 
Vor. I. 





ТНЕСН FAMILY. 


Vor. П. 
STRIFE AND PEACE. 


Vors. III. IV. 
THE HOME. 


‘Vou. V. 
THE TWINS 


Vor. VI. 
THE PRESIDENT'S DAUGHTERS. 


Vors. VII. VIII. 
NIN A. 


Vor. IX. 
THE PARSONAGE OF MORA. 


Vors. X. XI. 
THE NEIGHBOURS. 


(Уоһв. XII. XIII. 
A DIARY, ann THE BONDMAID. 


Vor. XIV. © 
THE MIDNIGHT SUN. 


To be followed by Miss BREMER’S other works as soon as 
they are published in Sweden. | 


JUST PUBLISHED, 


12mo., fancy boards, illustrated cover, 1s.; free by post ls. ôd., 


SOCIALISM UNMASKED, 


From the French of CHARLES GOURARD. 


NEW AND CHEAPER EDITIONS OF THE FOLLOWING 
WORKS. 


12mo., Illustrative cover, 1s. by post 1s. 6d., 


THE COLONIST IN AUSTRALIA; 


or, the Adventures of Godfrey Arabin. 


224 pages 16mo., Illurtrative cover, 1s., 


SEA SONGS BY CHARLES DIBDIN, 


With a Memoir of the Author. 


On Feb. 15th will be published, thick 12mo, fancy boards, l8., ` 
Sree by post, ls. 6d., Vol. II. of 


SLATER’S SHILLING LIBRARY, 
FOR THE PARLOUR TABLE AND THE RAILWAY 
CARRIAGE, 


\ 
THE LADIES’ WORK-TABLE BOOK, 


Containing Clear and Practical Instructions in every kind of 
Plain and Fancy Needlework, Knitting, Netting, 
Crochet, Tatting, Embroidery, &c. 


By a Lapy. 


Beautifully illustrated with One Hundred Engravings ; 


Forming the most complete and attractive work on the subject. 


(Vol. I. already published.) 
12mo, 18., free by post, 1s. 6d., fancy boards with a 


[PORTRAIT OF HER MAJESTY QUEEN VICTORIA, 
WOMAN IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY, 
By Млволвет S. FULLER. 


Other equally popular Works in preparation, 





LONDON: GEORGE SLATER, 252, STRAND; 


EDINBURGH: J. MENZIES; DUBLIN: J. Mc GLASHAN. ' 
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Je mo. Ilustrative cover, 15. by post. e. же " | 
THE COLONIST IN AUSTRALIA ; 
or, the venues of Godfrey Bram. 
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